When the department was started (1938) (1939) , only about 10 per cent. of the specimens were from men, but the culture method is now used more often in male cases of gonorrhoea. Expressed as numbers of patients, the specimens correspond to 66 per cent. women and 33 per cent. men. The female/male ratio of cases notified to the National Health Service, however, is one to two. In Copenhagen we receive specimens from all the notified female cases (or more), but only from about half of the male cases.
Since January 1, 1944, all 1944 1946 1948 1950 1952 1954 1956 1958 These figures are included in order to justify the use of these records, as they give a total for the incidence of female gonorrhoea which is just as valid as that gained from the notification lists sent in from the physicians to the National Health Service. The Health Service figures give no detailed information on age groups, and this is what we need in order to find out whether the present incidence of gonorrhoea in female teenagers is higher than would be expected from the change in the age distribution.
Since 1952 the total morbidity of gonorrhoea has been about 175 per 100,000; from 1958 to 1959 there was a 10 per cent. increase, and in the first 3 months of 1960 a 23 per cent. increase was observed. Table I shows the absolute numbers for all ages and for teenagers alone, the percentages of gonorrhoea in female teenagers as from 1944 to 1960 and, in the last column, the rates per 100,000 in the corresponding age groups. The data are derived from the filed records and they correspond to whole years; however, for 1959 and 1960, they are definitely underestimated. The January quarters were used for the calculation of the total numbers and we know that in the first 3 months of the year the incidence of gonorrhoea is low. The teenage group and the 20-24 year group comprise 75 per cent. of all the cases; the teenage group is greater than the 20-24 year group which formerly used to be the greatest. This indicates that the relative gonorrhoea morbidity has increased more for the teenagers than for the other groups.
In order to study the age distribution in the years from 1944 to 1960 more closely, the population in 1953 was chosen as a "standard population".* The procedure was as follows:
(1) For each of the years : 1944, 1949, 1953, 1957, 1959, t and 1960t , the gonorrhoea morbidity per thousand was calculated for 5-year age groups.
(2) By means of these values per thousand it was calculated to how many cases each of the 5-year groups would correspond in the standard population. This was done for 1944, 1949 , and so on.
(3) These calculated numbers of cases were expressed in percentages and compared with the observed percentages.
In this way the effects of changes in the age distribution from 1944 to 1960 as well as the effect of epidemics distributed evenly in all the age groups were eliminated.
The calculations were made for Copenhagen alone and for the rest of the country. Fig. 3 
